Control Rate Cost Timing 


Effectiveness  Site  Remarks 


Fumigants  Restricted  Use  Pesticide. 

Acute  toxicant  - no  antidote.  Use  and  store 


Aluminum 

phosphide 

(Rotox, 

Phostoxin, 

Fumitoxin) 

2 tablets 
per  burrow. 
10  to  60 
tablets  per 
acre. 

$.07  to  $.17 
per  tablet. 
$1.70  to 
$10.00  per 
acre. 

Anytime  prairie 
dogs  are  active. 
Higher  soil 
moisture 
improves 
control . 

90  to  100? 
control  with 
good 

application. 

Small  acreages. 
Small  popu- 
lations. 

Fol low-up  to 
other  control . 

with  caution.  Do  not  inhale  gas.  Wear 
disposable  cotton  gloves.  Tablets  release 
colorless  phosphine  gas  in  presence  of 
moisture.  Tablets  placed  into  dry  soil  may 
reduce  effectiveness.  Treat  all  active 
burrows.  Plug  treated  burrows  with  cactus, 
sod,  or  paper,  cover  with  loose  soil  and  tamp 
tight.  Do  not  allow  soil  to  cover  tablets. 

A length  of  1"  to  1-1/2"  plastic  pipe  will 
aid  in  placing  tablets  deeper  into  burrow. 

Gas 

cartridge 

1 or  2 per 
burrow 
system.  5 
to  30  per 
acre. 

$.25  per 
cartridge. 
$1.25  to  $7.50 
per  acre.  Add 
labor. 

Same  as  above. 

60  to  100% 
control  with 
good 

appl ication 
techniques. 

Same  as  above. 

General  Use  Pesticide. 

Cartridges  placed  into  dry  porous  soil  may 
reduce  effectiveness.  Potential  fire  hazard 
in  dry  vegetative  conditions.  Plug  treated 
burrows  with  soil  to  keep  gas  in  burrows. 
Cartridges  produce  smoke  that  can  be  observed 
coming  out  of  other  burrows. 

Shooting 

as 

applicable 

Variable  - .22 
caliber  and 
hand  loading 
most 

economical . 

Anytime  praire 
dogs  are  active. 
Most  effective 
on  adults  prior 
to  birth  of 
young  (Feb  - 

Variable  - 
most  effective 
with 

concentrated 
effort  on 
small  areas. 

Small  acreages. 
Small  popu- 
lations. 
Follow-up  to 
other  control 
methods. 

Provides  recreation.  May  be  hazardous  around 
livestock  and  dwellings.  Prairie  dogs  may 
become  "gun  shy"  where  frequent  shooting 
occurs.  Seldom  effective  as  a long  term, 
large  scale  control . 

April). 


NOTES;  1.  Before  any  control  is  attempted,  survey  for  presence  of  black-footed  ferrets,  an  endaigered  species  inhabiting  prairie  dog  towns. 
Contact  State/Federal  Wildlife  agencies  if  ferrets  are  suspected. 

2.  Do  not  fumigate  burrows  containing  burrowing  owls  or  other  desirable  wildlife. 

3.  Range  improvements,  destruction  of  mounds,  and  deferred  grazing  will  reduce  the  sites'  suitability  for  prairie  dogs. 

Further  Reading;  Montana  Department  of  Agriculture  Bulletin:  ^ 
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Control 

Rate 

Cost 

Timing 

Effectiveness 

Si  te 

Remarks 

Strychnine 
grain  bait 
(oats) 

1 tablespoon 
per  burrow  - 
1/2  to  1 lb. 
per  acre. 

$.80  to  $1.25 
per  lb.  - $.40 
to  $1.25  per 
acre.  Add 
labor.  Add 
cost  of 
prebaiting. 

Usually  fall  but 
anytime 
vegetation  is 
dry  and  prairie 
dogs  are  active 
(drought,  mild 
winters,  etc.) 

90%  and  above 
with  correct 
timing  and 
prebaiting. 

Small  or  large 
acreages.  Use 
with  caution 
around 
waterfowl , 
livestock  and 
pets. 

Restricted  Use  Pesticide. 

Acute  toxicant  - no  antidote. 

Bait  should  be  scattered  over  4 to  6 sq.  ft. 
area  on  the  ground  surface  near  active  burrow 
openings.  Prebaiting  with  nontoxic  oats  will 
increase  control  results.  Bait  only  once  per 
year  with  fresh  bait  at  the  proper  time  to 

avoid  "bait  shyness."  Can  prebait  or  bait 
from  horseback,  motorcycles,  or  pickups  to 
decrease  time.  Risk  of  primary  poisoning  to 
some  seed  eating  birds  - waterfowl,  sparrows, 
larks,  some  risk  of  secondary  poisoning  from 
prairie  dog  carcasses  to  predators  and 


scavangers . 

Conduct  pretreatment  survey  for  presence  of 
black-footed  ferret. 

Zinc 

phosphide 
grain  bait 
(oats) 

1 teaspoon 
per  burrow  - 
1/2  to  1 lb. 
per  acre. 

$.60  to  $.70 
per  lb.  - $.30 
to  $.70  per 
acre.  Add 
cost  of  labor 
and 

prebaiting. 

Same  as 

above . 

Same  as  above. 

Same  as  above. 

Restricted  Use  Pesticide 

Same  as  above.  Prebaiting  is  essential  to 

obtain  good  control. 

Traps 

$15  to  $20 

Labor  intensive  - practical  only  on  small 
areas  or  sparse  populations.  Bait  live  traps 

Live  Traps 

as 

Anytime 

prairie 

Up  to  100% 

Small  areas. 

with  molasses-flavored  oats. 

Conibear 

appl icable 

each.  Add 
labor  and  cost 
of  bait. 

dogs  are  active. 

control  on 
small  areas 
wi  th 

persistence. 

Smal  1 

populations. 
Fol low-up  to 
other  control 
methods . 

Prebaiting  wired-open  live  traps  until 
prairie  dogs  are  entering  traps  freely  is 
recommended.  Conibear  and  leghold  traps 
present  hazards  to  pets  and  nontarget 
wildlife.  Trapping  adults  in  February  - 
April  before  young  emerge  may  be  more 

as 

applicable 

$4. 00/trap  and 
up  depending 
on  size.  Add 
labor. 

Same  as 

above. 

Same  as  above. 

Same  as  above. 

effective  and  economical. 

Exercise  caution  to  prevent  transmission  of 
ectoparasites  and  diseases  to  humans.  Traps 
must  be  secured  to  prevent  removal  by 
predators  and  scavengers. 

Pan  traps 
(leghold) 

as 

appl icable 

$2. 50/trap  and 
up  depending 
on  size.  Add 
labor. 

Same  as 

above. 

Same  as  above. 

Same  as  above. 

